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MONTHLY MEETING  

Monday, November 16, 2009 
6:30 p.m. - Clubhouse 3 Auditorium  

A Look at Window s 7

 

If you don t drive at night, Night Bus Service is 
available - call 597-4659. 

It s here! 
It s fast! 
It s what Microsoft 

     promised! 
Don t  miss this! 

Russ Suter, our guest speaker, will demonstrate the new 
features and operation of Windows 7, including:  The 
Aero Desktop, Searching, Gadgets, and much  more!  

All Laguna Woods residents are welcome.  

There will be a drawing for prizes for Club Members 
(4 copies - Windows 7 for Dummies books with 

DVD) 



2 

 
Workshop News & Update  

No matter what your level of skill or in-
terest in the computer world, this was a 
milestone week for users of Windows. 
You may know that Microsoft has re-
leased yet another new Operating System 

 Windows 7. This is the much-
anticipated upgrade and fine tuning to the 
previous widely-shunned Vista. While 
this may not affect many of us overnight, 
it is significant for two reasons: (1) MS is 
acknowledging that they didn t quite get 
it right with Vista and must fix it. Thus, 
Windows 7 just three years af-
ter releasing Vista (XP has 
been with us forever it seems);  
(2) Those of you using XP or 
even earlier versions of the MS 
Operating System are going to 
be left behind forever. Under 
great pressure, however, MS 
has said that they will 
support XP to 2014.  

Early reports from almost all the techni-
cal press and users, along with some ma-
jor corporate customers and the PC 
manufacturers (who have been test driv-
ing Windows 7 for many months), say 
that this is a big step forward for Micro-
soft some even say they ve finally 
done themselves proud.

  

What does this all mean for our Work-
shop & Learning Center

 

where we re 
using XP on 66% of our Workshop PCs 
and 100% of our Leaning Center PCs?  
In the Workshop we moved up to Vista* 
with the acquisition of 11 PCs about 2 
years ago and, while these are still quite 
satisfactory for many of our users, there 

will be those who will soon come in 
expecting to try out Windows 7. It s 
also an unknown factor as to how many 
residents will purchase PCs in the next 
12 months 

 
which will of course be 

Windows 7

 

- and come to the Work-
shop for help. Others will decide that 
it s time to upgrade their Vista PCs and 
will do so by purchasing the compatible 
Upgrade Version: Home Premium, Pro-
fessional, Ultimate, etc. If a resident 
has been using XP (and/or NT, 2000, 
or 98) he or she faces a major hurdle in 
performing the upgrade to Windows 7 
due to both hardware and software is-

sues. For them, the path of 
least resistance may be simply 
to buy a new PC with which-
ever version of Windows 7 
suits your current need (The 
good news is that PC prices 
have declined dramatically

 

from the day you purchased 
any of those other PCs!).  

The PC Club must soon make 
decisions about our ability to 

offer all the usual resources, assistance, 
and educational programs to all resi-
dents. Stay tuned

 

- visit the Workshop 
regularly, read the information avail-
able there, talk with Staff, and watch 
the Globe for updates on this situation.  

*Please note that an excellent self-
paced tutorial called, Professor 
Teaches Windows Vista, is available 
on all of our Vista PCs. Since Windows 
7 is essentially a remodel and refine-
ment of Vista, it s a win-win if you 
learn as much as you can about Vista

 

now by using this program. Help your-
self! 
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FYI 

 
don t miss the next Monthly Meeting 

of the PC Club  open to all residents 

 
when we will hear a presentatation on 
Windows 7 by one of our regular, well-
informed speakers, Russ Suter. The date is 
Monday, November 16th @ 6:30 p.m. in the 
CH 3 auditorium.  

For Village residents, our Workshop is the 
best source for PC access  plus coaching, 
advice, problem solving, etc.- on a daily 
basis. Average attendance is about 100 
visitors per day. In addition, the Learning 
Center curriculum is central to learning the 
current Operating System and commonly 
used applications.  

Please keep in mind that we are an organi-
zation staffed and managed entirely by 
Volunteers. The PCC Board, Supervisors, 
Greeters, Teachers, and Aides are doing 
their very best to meet the expectations of 
our community. We intend to continue to 
serve the needs and interests of a majority 
of the residents; your feedback or input is 
always welcome.  

Bob Sellards 
Vice President/Workshop Coordinator  

A Bit of Nostalgia  

While rummaging through my closet, an 
old notebook surfaced. There on page one 
were notes taken in 1994 during my indoc-
trination as a substitute Supervisor in the 
PC Club s Computer Lab. That small room 
next to the Amateur Radio room in Club-
house 1 is now a card room. The Lab had 6 
computers running Windows 3. It only 
took one volunteer to staff each of the 10 
shifts running weekdays at the same hours 
the PC Club s Workshop operates today. 

Joe Schwarz, the Friday Supervisor, be-
came President of the PC Club. None of 
that 1994 crew is active in the Workshop 
today, although about half still reside in the 
Village.   

Not long after my training, one of the Su-
pervisors got injured while riding his 
Moped and I took over for him. The Lab 
(now called the PC Workshop) moved to 
Clubhouse 3 and grew to over 20 com-
puters with Internet access. A separate 
room became the Learning Center (and a 
neighboring 
room became the 
Mac Club s fa-
cility). In 1997 
Joe Schwarz 
talked me into 
writing articles 
for the Globe (formerly the Leisure World 
News). Membership was over 2000 resi-
dents in the year 2000. In 2002 space was 
available on the 3rd floor of the new Com-
munity Center; we moved there and ex-
panded to 33 PC s with high-speed cable 
Internet access. Some time in 2010, the PC 
Club will begin replacing some of its com-
puters with Windows 7 units.  

I have learned a lot in the PC Workshop 
(and Computer Lab) over the past 15 years. 
Trying to help residents with their com-
puter problems and questions is a great 
way to expand your computer skills. Why 
not volunteer to become a Supervisor or 
Greeter in the Workshop, or an assistant in 
the Learning Center. Contact Bob Sellards 
at  bob511@comline.com for a Workshop 
position or Helen Coutant at hcou-
tant@hotmail.com for a Learning Center 
job.   

Norm Salzberg 




