
Vacuuming Your Computer  from e-tips 

Once a week, haul out your vacuum cleaner and tackle the computer. Using the smallest attach-
ment you can find, vacuum the living daylights out of 

Your keyboard: Unplug the keyboard. Turn it upside down and shake it. Look for loose keys 
that might be consumed by the vacuum cleaner. If the keys are all hooked on, vacuum every 
nook and cranny. Turn the keyboard upside down again and repeat once or twice. Finally, shoot 
compressed air into all the corners and then vacuum again.   

Your monitor: If you have a traditional big monitor, turn it off. All those holes in the case 
should be vacuumed to get rid of the dust. Bonus points if you can get at the dust inside. No, 
don't open up the casing. Sheesh. You could get electrocuted. (LCD/flat panel monitors don't 
need vacuuming.)  

The computer itself: Shut down Windows and turn off the power. Then vacuum every sin-
gle place you can reach. Use your hand to block the largest air intakes so you get maximum 
suck where you need it most. Finally, stick your finger in the diskette drive, push the little flap 
back or up (depending on the kind of drive), and vacuum like crazy.  

Peripherals: Turn off your printer, scanner, modem, DSL box, UPS, power distribution bar, 
network hub, external drives, and everything else, and vacuum, vacuum, vacuum.   

After you vacuum, pull out a cleaning rag and wipe off the plastic case on your computer, the back 
of the monitor, printer, the outside of your scanner, the tray on your CD drive, and any other plastic 
that's literally sitting around gathering dust. Don't use any cleaners. If some gunk is stuck to a piece 
of hardware, use a little water and rub gently. If it's still stuck, add a bit of soap and rub gently. 

If it's still stuck, get a universal solvent like Goo Gone. You aren't supposed to use solvents on plas-
tic cases, but if you're trying to get off tape residue, you don't have much choice. If you use a sol-
vent, make sure you're in a well-ventilated area, and that Aunt Mildred doesn't haul out a cigarette 
while you're in the middle of cleaning. 

 

Answer:  Every day, millions of online diarists, or 'bloggers,' share their opinions with a 
global audience. Drawing upon the content of the international media and the World Wide 
Web, they weave together an elaborate network with agenda-setting power on issues rang-
ing from human rights in China to the U.S. occupation of Iraq. What began as a hobby is 
evolving into a new medium that is changing the landscape for journalists and policymak-
ers alike."   

http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story id-2707&page-0  

What does blog mean and what do bloggers do?
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