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       MONTHLY MEETING 
 

      Monday, April 16, 2012 
7:00 p.m 

Clubhouse 3 
Dining Room 2 

 
 

 Traveling with your 
Computer and Camera 

 
Presented by 

Ralph Valasco 
World Traveler, Professional Photographer, & Author 

 
Learn all the tricks of getting from here to there with all of your 
electronic gear intact, and bring back memorable photos. 

 
 

Please RSVP to 
lwvpcclub@gmail.com 

 
 

 

All Laguna Woods residents are welcome! 
Prize Drawing (only members are eligible) and Refreshments 

If  you  don’t  drive  at  night,  Night  Bus  Service 
is available - call 597-4659. 

pc 
club 

Laguna 
Woods 
Village 
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Michael Taylor grew up in the South of England. During WWII he received his Bachelor's degree in 
Math and Science at King's College, London. After his war service, he joined Royal Dutch Shell and 
took a Masters degree in Petroleum Technology and Geology at London School of Mines before going 
for training in Holland and Venezuela. Later he emigrated to Calgary, Canada, and worked for an inde-
pendent oil company for 18 years. He returned to England in 1971 to work for P&O on North Sea ex-
ploration. In 1975 he returned to Canada and set up a consulting business in Vancouver, eventually 
moving to the United States in 1984. He has lived in Laguna Woods Village since 1985. 
 
Michael’s  first  experience  with  computers  was  when  he  was  working  as  a  Petroleum  Consultant  in 
Vancouver. He wanted to set up spreadsheets, so he bought an Altos computer (costing him $22,000 – 
that’s  right,  twenty-two  thousand  dollars)  that  didn’t  have  a  fraction  of  the  capability  of  today’s  PC’s.  
In 1971, as a consultant in Singapore, he used an IBM 1130 - a large machine in its own air-conditioned 
room with an expert operator. 
 
After Michael moved to Laguna Woods Village, he met and married Mary, got his green card, and 
eventually citizenship. Mary had been given a PC (personal computer) so Michael took classes with 
Justin Webb at the Computer Club when it was still located in Clubhouse 2. Later he became a Satur-
day morning supervisor at the PC Workshop. About five years ago Michael started teaching beginning 
internet and e-mail classes at the PC Learning Center. He is also on the PC Board as our Publicity 
Chairman. 
 
When Michael is not busy with his PC Club duties, he enjoys gardening, woodworking, and clock res-
toration. 
 
Michael has been a great asset to the PC Club because of his knowledge, dedication, and willingness to 
teach others. 
 
Shirley Szalkowski 
Newsletter Editor 
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President’s  Corner 
 
I would like to provide an update on our decision late last year to abandon using the Auditorium in 
Clubhouse 3 and change our start time. Evidently this was a very popular decision with many residents 
and members. Our attendance has doubled in the past three months, and the comments about our presen-
tations have been very positive - perhaps largely due to the acquisition of a new Epson HD projector and 
a new HP laptop PC. The distance from the projector to the screen is substantially shorter, thus the infor-
mation  or  images  being  shown  are  easily  read  and  very  clear.  If  you  haven’t  yet  experienced  this,  along  
with  the  new  “cozier”  atmosphere  of  Dining  Room  2,  please  plan  to  join  us  for  the  General  Meeting  at  
7:00 p.m. on Monday, April 16, Clubhouse 3, Dining Room 2. 
  
Several friends and staff have celebrated Birthdays already this year. A common thread seems to con-
nect all these people – it  is  often  stated,  “There  are  so  many  things  I  still  want  to  do  and  experience,  and  
time is really flying  by!”    It’s  clear  that  many  people  here  have  multiple  interests  and  activities  to  which  
they  devote  many  hours  a  month.  For  some  residents,  I  know  it’s  just  not  a  priority  to  set  aside  the  time  
required for instruction to become more proficient and knowledgeable with their PC. 
   
This is a big trade-off though when one realizes how much is available to 
us  if  we  use  the  PC  with  confidence  and  competence.  For  example,  I’m  an  
avid gardener with two veggie plots at Garden Center 2. Without a PC 
and  knowledge  of  using  Google’s  incredible  web  search  capabilities,  I’d  
have about 75-85% less knowledge and available information about the 
challenges, resources, and answers that assist me in my gardening activ-
ity. I’m  pretty  sure  that  those  many  residents  who  hang  around  Club-
house  4’s  various  rooms  and  workshops,  those  residents  who  are  technol-
ogy-oriented, and those athletically inclined residents who enjoy  tennis, 
golf, etc., benefit from their research and findings on the internet as well. 
However, this does presume a basic qualification – adequate familiarity, knowledge, and skill with the 
PC.  If  you’ve  been  excusing  yourself  from  any  formal  learning  and  skill  improvement  activity,  we  urge  
you to take the plunge in the remaining months of 2012. We know that people learn in different ways 
and  choose  to  acquire  knowledge  according  to  their  makeup  and  likes.  If  you  don’t  find  value  in  group  
instruction – readily  available  through  all  the  Technology  Club’s  Education  Divisions  – you should ex-
plore some of the excellent guide books that are available. For example:  With the arrival of Windows 7, 
and both MS Office 2007 and 2010, a whole host of new resources was written and published. Addition-
ally, there are many excellent self-paced  DVD’s  and  videos;;  just  Google  your  inquiry.  Be  prepared  to  
have more choices than you can digest!  Just remember that the PC Club isn’t  the  only  game  in  town;;  
we’re  so  fortunate  to  also  have  a  well-equipped, well-staffed, and well-managed Macintosh Club, 

Camera Club and Video Club for any and all residents to use and reap the bene-
fits  of  their  efforts.  There  isn’t  any  excuse  for  not  taking  advantage  of  the  guidance,  
advice, resources, and training available in all four of these locations. You can be 
assured of acquiring knowledge, overcoming intimidation, and gaining confidence. 
The doors are open, plus - the price is right!  

The Information Highway 
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WORKSHOP NEWS 
 
We’ve  had  an  exciting  first  quarter  in  the  workshop  with  a  lot  of  villagers  using  our  
facilities.  Many times it seemed that there were very few computers available, but 
everyone was patient and got to use the computers they wanted.  Here are some of the 
plans for the next few months. 
 

1. We  want  to  reconfigure  the  laptop  area  to  allow  more  users’  access.    Many  of  
our visitors have purchased new computers and most of them are laptops or 
notebooks, so the area is getting very crowded.  We want to purchase new ta-
bles to allow more people to comfortably work in the area.  If you have any 
ideas, please let me know - we’re  always  open  to  new  suggestions. 

 
2. We’re  going  to  purchase  a  fast  document  scanner  with  a  feeder  so  that  you  

can bring in some of your paper documents and scan them into files for archi-
val  purposes.    We’ll  also  have  a  heavy  duty  shredder  so  that,  after  they’re  
scanned, you can shred them.  Just make sure all of the information you need 
is in the file before the shredding. 

 
3. How many of you have old vinyl records or cassette tapes? Would you like to 

be  able  to  convert  them  to  CD’s  so  that  you  can  play  them  in  the  car  or  on  
your  CD  player?  We’re  investigating  a  simple-to-use machine that will allow 
you to do that.  Let the greeter know if this interests you, or send me an email. 

 
4. There  will  be  a  software  inventory,  by  computer,  available  at  the  greeter’s  

desk  so  that  you  will  be  able  to  find  the  software  you’re  looking  for  easily.    If  
the computer is being used, please be patient and ask one of the supervisors 
for help. 

 
Don’t  forget  that  we  have  mouse  tutorials  and  Windows  7  tutorials  on  some  com-
puters so that you can learn at your own pace or practice what you learn in class.  
These  are  interactive  and  fun  to  use.    You  can  check  out  headphones  at  the  greeter’s  
desk to help with the programs.  We also have an interactive typing tutor to help you 
speed up your typing. 
 
Please remember that all of the workers in the Workshop and Learning Center are 
volunteers,  so  please  be  patient  and  thank  them  when  they  help  you.    It’s  always  nice  
to be appreciated! And if you would like to get in on the fun, contact me. 
 
John Huber 
jchuber@ix.netcom.com 
949-382-1831 

mailto:jchuber@ix.netcom.com


5 

 
 
 

Computer Password Tips and Strategies 
 
By Jim Cerny, Director, Sarasota PCUG, Florida 
March 2012 issue, Sarasota PC Monitor 
 
Most  of  us  have  several  computer  or  internet  “accounts”  which  provide  us  with  many  free  services  such  as  
email, movies (Netflix), video communications (Skype), photo printing (at Wal-Mart, Walgreens, etc.), mu-
sic (I-Tunes), banking, shopping, games, entertainment, books, and many more. In fact, your computer is 
the perfect window to the world and all the people and services in it! But each account you set up requires 
some  sort  of  “ID”  and  a  password.  For  example,  your  email  account  is  your  email  address  and  it  requires  a  
password to access your email. Many other accounts will use your email address as your ID (so they can 
email you notices and ads) but will require another password. How do you handle all your accounts and 
passwords?  Here are some helpful tips: 
 
 
 
 
 
1. ALWAYS WRITE DOWN EVERY ACCOUNT AND PASSWORD YOU HAVE. I cannot emphasize 
this enough. Review this list every few months and make sure it is current. Keep it with you when you 
travel.  Keeping  them  on  a  small  portable  “jump”  drive  is  a  good  idea  too.  You  may  have  set  up  your  com-
puter  at  home  to  easily  access  your  email,  perhaps  telling  the  computer  to  “remember  me”  or  your  password  
for you, but when you travel or use another computer you will need your passwords!  Personally, I do not 
ever  allow  my  computer  to  “remember”  any  of  my  passwords  – I enter the password from the keyboard 
each  time  I  “log  in”  any  account.  That  way,  no  matter  what  computer  I  am  using,  the  way  I  access  my  ac-
count stays the same – I always enter my account and password. 
 

 
2. Write down the internet address of the web page where 
you enter your account and password. Many people use a 
“favorite”  or  an  icon  on  the  desktop  to  quickly  get  to  the  
“log  in”  screen  for  their  account.  This  is  ok,  but  if  you  use  
another computer you will not have your shortcuts!  So 
write down the web page address needed for each account. 

 
 
3. The longer and more complex a password is, the safer it is. In fact, many services now require a pass-
word  of  8  or  more  characters  with  some  digits  or  other  “non-letter”  characters.  Some  accounts  may  require  
you to periodically change your password. But, hey, we are not spies guarding government secrets. Keep 
your passwords simple. Use unusual combinations which are easy for you but would be difficult for some-
one  else  to  guess.  Children’s  names,  birthdates,  and  home  address  numbers  are  too  easy  for  someone  to  
guess since such information can be obtained without too much effort. Instead, try the make and model of 
your first car, a childhood favorite game or toy, the name of your superhero, the nickname you gave to your 
worst in-law, etc. Get the idea?  Easy for you but hard for someone else to guess, and impossible to find out 
without knowing you personally. 
 

  

ALWAYS 
WRITE 
DOWN 
EVERY  
ACCOUNT 
AND 
 PASSWORD  
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4. Yes, you can use the same password for multiple accounts. Now if someone really wanted to use your 
Skype account or read your email and they had a hint to one of your passwords, it would be much easier for 
them to guess your other passwords. So your security is reduced. But, honestly now, who would really want 
to steal your passwords anyway?  Who would care?  Well, ok, maybe for banking or credit card accounts I 
would be more careful, but for most other accounts I do not feel the need for a super secure password, so I 
do use the same password or a variation of it for several accounts. In business, things are different. Most 
companies are very careful about computer and telecommunication security. But for personal home use, I 
think you can be much less paranoid. 
 
But remember -- If your computer is repaired or replaced, or if you use another computer, you will need to 
have your passwords! 
 
Article Courtesy of APCUG 

  

NOTE: To check your password protection, go to www.microsoft.com/security and, on the left-hand side 
of  the  page,  select  “Create  Strong  Passwords.” 

 

NOT GETTING YOUR E-MAIL NOTICES 
 FROM THE PC CLUB? 

 
Send your e-mail address to Katy Link at  

menromi@fea.net 
and she will add you to the PC Club e-mail list. 

 

Attention - AOL E-mail Customers 
 

Unfortunately, if you use AOL for your e-mail, we are not able to send you the Newsletter, meeting no-
tices, etc. 
 

Options: 
 

If you only have AOL for e-mail, you can set up another e-mail account (gmail, yahoo, etc.) where 
you can receive the Newsletter and all other information on meetings, etc. from the PC Club.  Once 
you've established that new e-mail account, please forward the e-mail address to Katy Link 
(menromi@fea.net). 

  
If you already have another e-mail account, please send that e-mail address to Katy Link 
(menromi@fea.net). 

REGISTRATION for the May-June Classes will be held in the Learning Center on Saturday, 
May 5, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and on Monday, May 7, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 

 

CLASSES will begin on Monday, May 14, 2012 
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Irma Acker 
John W Allen 

Christopher Archbold 
Marilyn Atwell 

Elizabeth Barrett 
Eleanor Bartholomew 

Sherman Baumel 
Margaret Becker 

Joyce Berger 
Joy Bevilacqua 
Herb Bitterman 
Julie Brennan 

Mildred Bricker 
Selma Brodie 

Mary Brzezenski 
Paul Caldwell 
Joyce Camera 

Amy Chen 
Diana Cohen 

Agnes Csotsits 
John A Draper 
Carol Dutcher 
Jack Egerter 
Joan Fenech 

Harriet Goldman 
Felita Gonzalez 
Kathryn Green 
Shelton Green 

Elizabeth M Guerra 
Erma Hall 

Patricia Hedrick 
Karolyn Herbert 
Gary Hiltunen 

Charleen Husebye 
Paul Husebye 
Karen Jackson 

Jay Jung 
Helen Kaplan 

Joy Kim 
Leon Kowitz 

Walter Kraus 
Young He Lee 

Constance Marino 
Bivian Marr 
Joan Marsh 

David McClain 
John Miller 
May Miller 

Zia Misaghian Ardakani 
Gerald A Moore 

Anne Nagle 
Najib Najibullah 

Judy Nelson 
Roxanna Newman 

Ken Nickoll 
Karen-Margrethe Nielsen 

Robert O'Dwyer 
Richard O'Meara 
Donna Pallette 
Ruth Pellow 

Barbara Pollem 
Marian J Radding 

Richard Rueb 
Jay Sadacca 

Pamela Sandoz 
Frank Schiada 

Ellen M Schnitzer 
Shelly Schuber 

Norman Sheinwold 
John Showalter 

Tommye Showalter 
Bertha Siegel 
Bonnie Smith 
Donald Smith 
Judith Stafford 
Diane Stroebel 
Mieko Sugimae 

Nils-Eric Svensson 
Sara Thornton 

Woody Thornton 
John Veniski 

Alexander Villagran 
Sheri Warner 

Howard R Weinstein 
William Weiss 

Nancy Ho Wong 
Judy Yen 
Irene Ying 

Allen Zahner 

        Welcome to Our New Members 
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Happy 90th Birthday, Julius! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----- 
 

LWVPC Club (Laguna Woods Village PC Club)           $10  (expires December 31, 2012) 

 
MEMBERSHIP FORM  (Please Print) 

 
Must be a resident of Laguna Woods Village 

  
Date _________  Cash ___  Check No. ________   Check one:  New Member ___  Renewal ___ 
  
Last Name _______________________ First Name __________________ Phone ____________ 

 
Address (LWV Address )  ________________________________________  Unit ___________ 
 

Mailing Address (if different) _____________________________________________________ 
 

Email Address (please print clearly) ____________________________________________ 
  
Please make $10 check payable to PC Club 
Place check in Membership Mailbox in Workshop (3rd floor Admin. Bldg.) 
Or mail to LWVPC Club, Attn:  Robin, Membership, P.O. Box 3063,  Laguna HILLS, CA  92654 

 
Non-Profit 

Laguna Woods Village PC Club 
Your PC Club is a non-profit organization, dedicated to helping residents improve 

their computer skills, and get more enjoyment from their computers. 
Section 501(c) (3), Tax ID 42-1645625 

 

REMINDER - IF  YOU  HAVEN’T  RENEWED  YOUR  MEMBERSHIP,  PLEASE  
COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO THE PC CLUB ALONG 
WITH THE DUES. 
 
Benefits of your membership: 
 
1. Your Newsletter is emailed to you immediately upon publication. 
2. You will receive a substantial discount on classes. 
3. You are eligible for our drawing for Door Prizes at the monthly General  Meetings. 
4. Free tech and repair service for carry-in at the Workshop: Tues & Thurs - 10am to 1pm -  PCs and printers. 
       See Julius 


