Laguna Woods Village

PC CLUB
Newsletter

www.thepcclub.org

August, 2010

Board of Directors:
Roger Turner, President
Bob Sellards, Vice President
and Workshop Coordinator

MONTHLY MEETING

Irv Abel, Treasurer

Monday, September 20, 2010
6:30 p.m. - Clubhouse 3 Auditorium

Nancy Bellitto, Secretary
Robin Nahas, Membership
(To be Filled)
Education Director

MICROSOFT STORE
PRESENTATION
WINDOWS 7

Chris Dominguez, SIG Host
John Griffin,
Systems Administrator
Katy Link, Member
Communications
Anne Clark, Webmaster
Kathryn Taylor,
Publicity and Historian
Shirley Szalkowski,
Newsletter Editor

OFFICE 2010
MICROSOFT LIVE ESSENTIALS
(free add-on programs for
Windows users)
WHAT’S AVAILABLE AT THE
MICROSOFT STORE
(located in the Mission Viejo Mall)
All Laguna Woods residents are welcome!
Raffle Prizes (only members are eligible)
If you don’t drive at night, Night Bus Service is
available - call 597-4659.

The "Basics of Facebook" Class
(Instructor: Anne Clark)

Saturday, Sep 11, 10 a.m. - 12 noon
at the Justin B. Webb Learning Center

The class will cover the following topics:
What is the
��

Home Page

��

Profile Page

How to
OVERVIEW OF
FACEBOOK

HANDS-ON SESSION

��

Find Friends

��

Send a Public Message

��

Send a Private Message

��

Upload a Profile Picture and Other Pictures

��

Keep Your Facebook Account Secure

��

Control Your Privacy Settings

��

Allow/Disallow Public Search Engines to Find You

��

Find Help

��

Use your own Facebook account and receive personal assistance.

��

If you don’t have a Facebook account, please set it up before
you come to class.

��

If you have a Facebook account and are comfortable using
it, please consider assisting your class neighbors if needed.

Every participant will receive a handout.
No sign-up is needed.
A $2 donation is requested.
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SIG
“A Taste of Personal Information Security”
Saturday, September 11, 2010
1:00 p.m. - PC Learning Center
(3rd Floor of Laguna Woods Community Center)

Presented by Kim Luu
(Nationally-Known Business Advisor)
Ms. Luu will cover many practical ways that you can protect your
personal information and identity. This presentation could save
you time, money, and peace of mind!
Please come early because seating is limited.
We look forward to seeing you there!
Note: SIG’s are held the second Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the
PC Learning Center located on the 3rd floor of the LWV Community Center.
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designing plug-in cards for PC’s, and then I also did
some computer chip design work.
My wife and I moved to Laguna Woods in August,
2006, and shortly after I volunteered to be a supervisor in the PC Workshop. At that time Leonard
Hewitt was maintaining the machines in the Workshop and the Learning Center. When he announced
that he was leaving Laguna Woods, I volunteered to
take on his responsibilities. Since I was largely unknown at the time, the board probably figured the
best way to be sure I wasn't doing crazy things was
to invite me to be a board member with the title of
System Administrator. Since that time I have been
maintaining the hardware and the Deep Freeze software. I have also helped Roger and Bob in making
purchase decisions for new hardware.”

John Griffin brings a wealth of knowledge and
skills to his position as Systems Administrator.
He is responsible for maintaining and upgrading
all the computers in our workshop and learning
center. He has recently set up the new computers
in the learning center with Windows 7 a fantastic job!

Here is John’s story, in
his own words:

Shirley Szalkowski
Newsletter Editor

“I was born in Massachusetts and grew up in Michigan. I graduated
from Michigan State University with a BS in
Computer Science and Mathematics. For
"graduate" work I spent three years in the Army
as a radar maintenance technician and did one
tour of duty in Korea. During my last year in the
Army, I applied for employment to several technology companies around the U.S., but received
no offers.
I decided that California had
more computer work than
other states, so I bought a car
and drove west. My first stop
was the San Francisco East
Bay where a High School
friend was living. I started my
job search and soon discovered the South Bay
and Silicon Valley. I knew immediately that I
would work there, and I did for the next 30
years. I met my wife, Diane, at a local singles
apartment complex and we have been married
for 36 years.

We presently have just enough people on the team
to cover each shift, but there is a need for VOLUNTEER GREETERS to be on our “on-call” list! If
you could occasionally work a 3 hour shift so that
we can keep our workshop open six days a week, 52
weeks a year – please make yourself known to our
Greeter Supervisor: Barbara Anderson.

My early working years were spent writing software on mini-computers and then on PC’s. In the
process, I learned enough electronics to start

Contact her at home, 206-8582, or leave your name
at the Greeter’s Desk in the Workshop. THANK
YOU!!

Workshop Greeters
Wanted
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UPCOMING GENERAL
MEETINGS

vide information and inspiration for you to get
more enjoyment and value from your computers!!
Chris Dominguez
SIG Host

The General Meeting for October will feature a
presentation by Laguna Woods Village Broadband Services. They plan to cover how the new
broadband services will work in our community
and the new cost-saving phone services available
through our cable system. Better yet, they will tell
us how to contact them to get more information
and resolve any questions! They are sweetening
their presentation by bringing in refreshments.
For the General Meeting in November, Smart
Computing magazine will be providing their
“Presentation-in-a-box” featuring topics covered
in the November issue of this great and helpful
publication!
As usual, the PC Club monthly meetings will be
held on the 3rd Monday of the month in Clubhouse
3 starting at 6:30 PM. Be sure to arrive early to
get a good seat!

PC Workshop News
Five new Hewlett-Packard Windows 7 PC’s have
been purchased and set up in the Workshop. These
have all been equipped with the MS Office 2007
package and other appropriate software for our users. This brings the total of Windows 7 PCs to 11
(the new MS Office 2010 package has been installed on 3 of these PC’s). Third party Tutorial
Programs for Windows 7 is available on most of
these computers as well as typing and "mousing"
tutorials which are available on all Workshop PC’s.
Many other good tutorials can be found on the
Internet by "googling" the specific subject and the
word tutorial. The Vista OS (and Office 2007) is
still available on 6 of our PCs; the remaining 13
have Windows XP.

UPCOMING SIG
On October 9th, Bryan Stone (who has an extensive IT and training background) will present A
Taste of Making Digital Shows. Mr. Stone will
show us how to take our digital photos and videos
and turn them into a slide show or movie that we
can share with others. Mr. Stone will use tools
that are either free or very low cost, making it
easy for our audience! The presentation starts at
1:00 PM in the PC Learning Center (located on
the 3rd floor of the LWV Community Center) –
doors will open at 12:15 PM for early birds. Be
sure to arrive early because seating is limited to
the first 55 attendees – no one else will be admitted!

One of our 3 photo area PC’s (#33) has been upgraded to a new HP PC. This not only gives users
considerably more horsepower (4G RAM) but it
has a built in card reader for over a dozen popular
camera cards. Picasa 3 and Adobe Photo Shop Elements 7 are installed on this PC.

The Laguna Woods Village PC Club looks forward to seeing you at our upcoming meetings and
SIG’s. We believe that these programs will pro-
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All 21 Learning Center PCs are now Windows 7
PCs and have appropriate software for the next session of classes which will be starting the week of
August 23. The Education Committee is finalizing
our curriculum for the next session, which will be
the last one this calendar year. Session 5 classes
begin October 18th and finish November 19th. You
can expect classes in both Beginning and Intermediate Windows 7, Internet and E-mail and Word
2007. Other popular classes will again round out
the schedule.

Quake Catcher’s Network is a joint development
effort sponsored by Stanford University and the
University of California Riverside. The LWPC
Club is working with Dr. Elizabeth Cochran, UC
Riverside.

Supervisor and Greeter supply and availability is
always of concern to Workshop users. If you, or
someone you know might be a candidate for either
of these positions - especially on a substitute basis,
pls. notify Bob Sellards, Workshop Manager, at
bob511@comline.com, or 454-8601, or Barbara
Anderson, Head Greeter at bande@comline.com or
206-8582.

Residents of Southern California are particularly
exposed to earthquakes. You are invited to use the
various modes working on this computer to learn
more about worldwide earthquake activity. In addition, if you own a personal computer please consider installing a sensor and the network software
operating at the PC Workshop on your machine. If
we get 50 machines added to the QCN in Laguna
Woods we will have data for every manor model in
the village.

Bob Sellards
Vice President and Workshop Coordinator

Visit the monitoring PC near the north window of the Workshop
Real Time World Wide Earthquake Monitoring Activity
-24/7-

The workshop now has a computer operating on a
24/7 basis, recording real time earthquake activity
as a node on the new Quake Catchers’ Network
(QCN). The object of this network is to utilize
thousands of personal computers to record seismic
data. A single computer is connected to a detection
sensor affixed to an individual building. The data
recorded by the computer is uploaded to a central
server that will permit earthquake scientists to
study the information as a supplement to the real
time data obtained on the national seismographic
network. The sensor utilized will detect earthquake
activity at a magnitude of approximately 3.0 or
higher.

Real Time monitoring of Administration
Building Vibrations
-24/7-

For additional information on this project, or to
learn how to Obtain and Install an Earthquake
Monitoring “Node” on a PC (or Mac) in your
Manor, contact Steve Keane (Workshop Supervisor, Mondays, 10 AM to 1:00 PM; e-mail
sjkeane1@msn.com).
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�� Social Networking: Facebook and Twitter
�� Backing Up Your “Stuff”: options, cost and
benefits
�� Digital Scrapbooking
�� Windows Live - using Photo Gallery and
Movie Maker
�� Seminars on MS PowerPoint, Excel and
Word
�� Free programs for your PC

A PC Club
Opportunity
If you enjoy writing and would like to write the
brief (150 word maximum) PC Club publicity
articles for the Globe, and the announcements for
TV 6, we would be happy to speak with you.
PC Club publicity is quite important to residents
of our community; it enables them to take advantage of current events and become aware of educational activities offered by the PC Club. If you
would like to help publicize and promote these
programs, please contact Bob Sellards, (949) 4548601.

Questions? Contact either Bob or Chris; or leave
your name with a Greeter at the PC Workshop.
You may want to access this organization’s web
page for information and links to other useful information. Go to http://www.theswcc.org/. Click on
the link “workshops” at the bottom left of the page
for information and some downloadable presentations.
Bob Sellards
Vice President & Workshop Coordinator

PC USERS
HELP COLUMN
Got a PC question? -problem? - stuck? Help is
OFTEN only a click away. Check out the items below for general assistance with PCs. For more specific input and answers, tap the F1 key in any open
application.

This past June Chris Dominguez., our PC Club
Programs Chairperson, and I attended the Regional PC Users Groups 3-day annual Conference
in San Diego. It was well-attended – by about
350 Club Members from well over 100 PC Clubs
in the 5 Southwestern states region.

www.officialwindowsmagazine.com
www.pcworld.com
www.smartcomputing.com

Of the many seminars, classes, demonstrations by
our peers and, of course, exhibits by software and
hardware vendors, several stood out for us:

www. cnet.com
www.microsoft.com/downloads
www.techguylabs.com (Leo Laporte)

�� Microsoft's experts discussions of Windows 7, Office 2010, and others
�� Smart Computing Magazine's staff reviewing Resources & Features of this excellent magazine.

www.ask.com
(unbelievable amount of info can be had using this
search engine - used to be Ask Jeeves - a little SW
Co. up in Berkeley
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Very Cool Item: Apple's Safari Browser 5.0 for
PC. A new feature called "Reader" allows you to
read, copy, and/or print a web article without any
ads or extraneous items! "Reader" removes those
annoying ads that distract you when reading an
online article. You can now Email, print, or zoom
with a click using onscreen controls. Get Safari for
PC: http://www.apple.com/safari/. After installing
their browser, read the overview on http://
www.apple.com/safari/what-is.html.

ALERT

When using your e-mail account
or doing financial work on the
computers at the PC Workshop, please be sure to
SIGN OUT or LOG OFF when you leave.

Lucia Baker
Mary Boyar
Tom Burns
Tom Byers
Michelle A Cahill
Bob Carlson
Kevin Cheng
Dorothea Chetter
Mary Lou Crooks
Joyce Dewoskin
Don Geib
Isabel Gutierrez
Theodore Holmquist
Virginia Hunter
Lois M James
Jin Kim
Laverne Klopp
Jo Ann Leuck
Kathleen Mathews
Judy Montebon
Simin Mowlavi
Moses Owoeye
Louise Roosa
William Roosa
Maria Rozinskas
Barbara Ryan
Helen Spiro
Greg Van Culin

Workshop Supervisors have noted on many occasions that users have left their e-mail open, and
sometimes online banking accounts are left open.
These would be available to the next user on the
computer. Please REMEMBER TO SIGN OUT
or LOG OUT when finished. Otherwise your personal information may be compromised.

NOT GETTING YOUR E-MAIL NOTICES
FROM THE PC CLUB?
Send your e-mail address to Katy Link at her
e-mail address, menromi@fea.net, and she will add
you to the PC Club e-mail list.
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Note:
Please Join or Renew in the next 4 months and your
membership is current through December, 2011.

LWVPC Club (Laguna Woods Village PC Club)

$10 (expires December 31, 2011)

MEMBERSHIP FORM (Please Print)
Must be a resident of Laguna Woods Village
Date _________ Cash ___ Check No. ________ Check one: New Member ___ Renewal ___
Last Name _______________________ First Name __________________ Phone ____________
Address (LWV Address ) ________________________________________ Unit ___________
Mailing Address (if different) _____________________________________________________
Email Address (please print clearly) ____________________________________________
Please make $10 check payable to PC Club
Place check in Membership Mailbox in Workshop (3rd floor Admin. Bldg.)
Or mail to LWVPC Club, Attn: Robin, Membership, P.O. Box 3063, Laguna HILLS, CA 92654
Non-Profit
Laguna Woods Village PC Club
Your PC Club is a non-profit organization, dedicated to helping residents improve
their computer skills, and get more enjoyment from their computers.
Section 501(c) (3), Tax ID 42-1645625
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